
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 









 



























   Series 3 – Animals in the wild 

  CD and the Window Pain 

ā ā

Level: Silver (23 – 24) 
Reading Age: 8 - 8 ½ 

Overview: Each year thousands of wild birds in New Zealand are killed or suffer 
terrible injuries after colliding with windows. Young birds learning to fly are 

especially vulnerable. Kererū, tūī, ruru, and tarāpuka are common victims of 
window strike.  
The children in Ms Piripi’s class have discovered that their classroom’s windows are 

proving to be a severe hazard for their feathered friends, in particular a kereru 

named CD. Worried that more birds will suffer this painful fate, the children decide 
to do some research and come up with some very innovative solutions for this 

terrible problem. 

Level: Silver (23 – 24) 

Reading Age: 8 - 8 ½ 

Overview: Many people enjoy feeding wild birds. However, an unfortunate 

consequence of this behaviour is that wild birds, like the kākā featured in this 
story, can develop nutrient deficiencies and associated health problems due 

to having an unnatural and unbalanced diet. Their young chicks can also 

suffer when regularly fed human foods collected by their parents, during a 

critical time of growth and development.   
The Kākā Café  tells the story of a class of children who design and create a 
school wildlife garden called the Kākā Café to provide wild birds living in their 
community a natural nutritious diet. Part of their garden design process is 

researching and creating “menus” consisting of different fruits, seeds, nectar, 
insects, and foliage (which are actually planting plans) for the different birds 
that they hope will visit their “café”. 



The lizard lounge 

Gannets and Grommets 
 

Level: Silver (23 – 24) 
Reading Age: 8 - 8 ½ 

Overview: A brother and sister unable to adopt a companion animal, decide 

instead to be the guardians of a small creature they suspect is living in their 
backyard. After some investigation, the children are able to confirm that the 
creature residing in their back garden is in fact a native lizard, also known as 

ngārara, karara or mokomoko.  

The brother and sister duo get to work researching how they can make their 
backyard more lizard friendly and the best possibly habitat for their 
“adopted” lizard, and secretly hope to attract more. With the help of their 

mum and dad, the children convert their backyard into a lizard lounge!  

Lizards can thrive in suburban gardens and rural properties. Creating a lizard 
friendly garden at school or home is a great way to observe and learn more 
about these secretive creatures!  

 

Level: Emerald (25 -26) 
Reading Age: 8 ½ - 9 

Overview: Plastic debris, including fishing lines, lures, and nets entangle 
countless sea birds every year leading to injury and even death. Sea birds may 

encounter plastics while feeding as they plunge dive into the ocean to catch fish, 
squid, and other food. Other seabird species feed by skimming the water surface 

using their beaks as scoops, unknowingly gathering plastic waste along the way. 
Whether they mistake plastic waste for food, or find themselves entangled as they 

dive or fish beneath the surface, seabirds’ encounters with plastic can cause 
prolonged suffering and is often fatal. While spending the school holidays with his 

Pop, Josh experiences first-hand the consequences of people not disposing of 
their fishing equipment safely. While surfing, Josh encounters a gannet struggling 
in the surf, tangled in fishing line and a weight, that he recognises as his own! 

 



Marine Life Matters 

Level: Ruby (27 – 28) 
Reading Age: 9 – 9 ½  

Overview: An overwhelming number of animals die as a result of plastic 

pollution in marine environments every day. Thousands of small fish and 
crustaceans, turtles, seals and whales, die terrible deaths from eating, 
becoming entangled, and even breathing minute particles of plastic debris 
into their gills. Plastic pollution accumulating in our oceans and on our 

beaches has become a global crisis. Shocked after discovering one of the 

balloons she released on her 9th birthday, had contributed to the death of an 
endangered turtle, hundreds of kilometers away, and learning about the 
deadly effect plastic pollution has on wildlife. Briar is determined to do 

something positive for the environment and sets about organising the clean-

up of her local beach and invites her whole community to help her.  

 


