Things to consider before bringing a new
companion animal home:
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‘ ‘K « Animals can bring a whanau so much happiness, unconditional love and fun.

+ Children can learn about the value of money and the cost of keeping an ‘ ‘
animal, biology, health and wellbeing.

+ Animals help to teach children responsibility, empathy and understanding.

+ People can be allergic to animal fur, saliva and skin cells.

« Ensure no one in your whanau are allergic - spend time around the type of
animal you are considering before welcoming them into your home.

+ Most animals require a lot of time and attention. Do you have time to
meet the needs of an animal? 9

+ The daily care and time commitment required will depend on the type
and individual needs of an animal. G,

+ Consider the time it will take to feed, clean, train, exercise, play with
and groom different animals. 2 |

+ Animals are a long term commitment. Cats and dogs live on average 10-15
Q years, horses can live well into their 30’s and goldfish can live over 40 years.
« As animals age their care requirements change, it’simportant to consider your

future lifestyle and ability to care for an animal for its whole life.

+ There are many ongoing expenses associated with caring for an animal,
including food, vet care, grooming and toys.

« Are you financially able to care for an animal?

e « Will an animal fit into your current and future lifestyle?

e » Do you have time to take a dog on daily walks, give your cat enough attention
so they don’t get lonely, or are you away on holiday or business a lot?

\ « Consider your lifestyle and the needs of different types of animals.
’\I'\

« Consider where you live and what type of animal the environment is suitable for.

+ Forexample; large high energy dogs need space and are not typically suited
to apartment living, rabbits are best kept in desexed pairs and require lots of
enrichment and space to run, hop and jump.

,H m « If your whanau have decided it is the right time to adopt an animal,

0 b congratulations!

(4 h\ « Now it’s time to consider the type of companion and the personality that will be
the best fit for your home and whanau.

» Animals are all individuals with their own personalities, needs, likes Q
and dislikes.
+ Work closely with the shelter you are adopting through to ensure they

find the right match for your whanau and the animal.
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